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Tu uRSDAY, Auguf the 7th, 1755. 





To Mr. Fitz-ApDaAM, 


Wy S it is incumbent on an hiftorian, 

who writes the hiftory of his own 

S v ® times, to take notice of public and 

@@ remarkable events, fo I apprehend 

it to be the bufinefs of a writer of 

efflays for entertainment and in- 

ftruétion, to mark the paffions as they rife, and to 

treat of thofe efpecially, which appear to influence 
the manners of the age he lives in, 
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817 THE WORLD. No. 136. 

Tue love of noife, though a paffion obfefvable in all 
‘times and countries, has yet been fo predominant of late 
years, and given rife to fo many of our modern cuftoms, 
that I cannot think it unworthy of one of. your {pecula- 
tions. 


In many inftances this paffion is fubordinate to, and 
proceeds from another, which is no lefs univerfal, and no 
lefs commendable; I mean the love of fame. Noife, or 
found in general, has been confidered as a means, where- 
by thoufands have rendered themfelves famous in their 
generation ; and this is the reafon why to be famous, and 
to make a noife in the world, are commonly underftood 
as equivalent expreflions. Hence alfo the trumpet, be- 
caufe one of the moft noble inftruments of found, was 
anciently made facred to the heathen goddefs of fame: 
fo that even at this day, when the world is too back- 
‘ward in doing juftice to a man’s merit, and he is con- 
Atrained to do it himfelf, he is very properly faid to 


‘found his own praifes, or.trumpet out his fame. 


THE great utility and advantages which may be ob- 
‘tained from noife, in feveral other refpects, are very 
-apparent. In the pulpit, the preacher who declaims in 
the loudeft manner, is fure to gain the greateft number 
-of followers. He has.alfo the fatisfation of knowing, 
that the devotion of a great part of his audience depends 


more upon the foundnefs of his lungs, than the foundnefs 
of his doétrine. 


Ar the bar, every one knows the great influence of 
found: and indeed where people accuftom themfelves 
to talk much and meazp little, it behoves them to fub- 
ftitute noife in the place of eloquence. It is alfo a very 
juft remark, that {currilitv and abufe require an eleva- 
tion of the voice. 

AT 
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In the fenate it is often feen that the noife and thun- 
-der with which a patriot fhakes the houfe, has redounded 
more to the good of his country, than all the know- 
ledge of the hiftory and laws of it, locked up in the 
-breafts of profound politicians, who have wanted voices 
to make themfelves heard. 


From a conviction that noife in general can be made 
fubfervient to fo many good purpofes, we may eafily 
imagine that a great fondnefs muft be often fhewn for 
it, even where it’s ufefulnefs, or tendency, is not im- 
mediately difcernible : for from the very force of habit, 
the means will often be purfued, where the end is not 
perhaps attainable. 


AT a coftee-houfe which I frequent at St. James’s end 
of the town, I meet with two fets of young men, com- 
monly diftinguifhed by the name of Beaux and Bloods; 
who are perpetually. interrupting the converfation of 
the company, either with whiftling of tunes, lifping of 
new-fathioned oaths, trolling out affected {peeches and 
fhort fentences ;. or elfe with recitals of bold adventures 
paft, and much bolder which they are about to engage 
in. Butas noife is more becoming a Blood than a 
Beau, I am generaliy diverted with the one, and always 
tired with the other. 


Turis has led me to reflect on the wifdom which has 
been fhewn in the inftitution of certain clubs and noc- 
turnal meetings for men, into which no perfons can be 
admitted as members, but thofe who are difpofed to 


make that particular noife only, which is agreeable to 


the taftes and talents of their refpective focieties. Thus 
the members of one club vent their noife in politics; 
thofe of another in critical differtations on eating and 
drinking ; a third perhaps in ftory-telling, and a fourth 
in a conftant rotation of merry fongs. In moft of thefe 

clubs 
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clubs there are prefidents chofen and invefted- with au- 
thority to be as noify as they pleafe themfelves, and to 
infli& penalties on all thofe who open out of time. 


Tue ladies indeed are fomewhat more limited in their 
topics for noife, though their meetings for venting it are 
more numerous than thofe of the men. They alfo lie 
under the difadvantage of having voices of a tone too foft 
and delicate to be heard at a great diflance: but they 
feem in fome meafure to have obviated thefe difadvan- 
tages, by agreeing to talk all together ; by which means, 
and as the fubject is generally of the vituperative kind, 
they are able to cope with the men, even at the moft 
vociferous of their clubs. 


Acatn; thofe diverfions, in which noife mot a- 
bounds, have been always held in the highcit efleem. 
The true and original country {quire, who is actus d 
by this generous paffion for noife, prefers the diver 

of hunting to all other enjoyments upon earth. He can 
entertain his companions for hours together with talking 
of his hounds, and extolling the divine mufic and har- 
mony of their tongues; and fcarce ever goes to bed 
without winding the horn, and having the full cry in 
his parlour. Horfe-racing, cock-fighting, bull-baiting 
and the like, are fports which fill the hearts of 
the common people with the moft extravagant de- 
light ; while their voices are employed in the loudeft 
fhouts and exclamations. In the opinion of our En- 
glith failors, no entertainment can be compleat, where 
the all-cheering huzza is wanting: by the force of 
which they are infpired with fuch courage and refolu- 
tion, that even fighting itfelf becomes their diverfion. 


In London, where many of thefe {ports cannot be 
enjoyed, the paflion for noife has appeared in various 


other 
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other fhapes. It has within the memory of moft men, 
given rife to routs, drums, and hurricanes; which in 
all probability would have been improved into cannon- 
ades, thunders and earthquakes, before this time, had 
it not been for the late pannics on account of fome con- 
cuffions in the air, very much refembling thofe of a 
real earthquake. However, as a proof that the names 
already given to thofe polite aflemblies are extremely 
proper for them, I need only to remark that they are 
ufually compofed of what is called the beft company, 
who from time immemorial, have pleaded the privilege 
‘of birth, for talking as loud as they can, 


Amonc the many other inftances of the effects of 
this paffion in high life, I thall only take notice of one 
more; which is an ingenious method (unknown.to our 
fore-fathers) of making a thundering noife at people’s 
doors; by which you are:generally given to underftand 
that fome perfon of confequence does you the hongur to 
fappofe you are in the land of the living. 


Some may think that it will bear a difpute, whether 
fuch a violent hammering at people’s doors may not be 
looked upon, in the eye of the law, as an attempt of a 
Sorcible entry: but itis my humble opinion, -that-it can 
oply be conftrued to an action of afault and battery ; 
fince it may be proved that the generality of -thofe-who 
are guilty of this mifdemeanor have really no intention 
of making any entry at all: for when doors are open to 
them, they fecure their retreat as faft as they can ; fly- 
ing from the face of thofe whom they count their ene- 
mies when at home, and vifit as their friends when 
abroad. 

‘I HAvE now by me a certain curious book of me- 
moirs, wherein the fentiments of a wealthy old lady in 
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the city, with regard to the ufefulnefs of noife, feem very 
nearly to correfpond with the obfervations I have here 
made upon that fubject. I fhall tranfcribe a thort paffage 
from the character of this lady, and conclude my letter. 


“© Towarps the decline of her days fhe took lodg- 

‘© ings on Ludgate-hill, in order to be amufed with the 

* noifes in the ftreet, and to be conftantly fupplied 

‘© with objects of contemplation: for the thought it of 

** great ufe to a mind that hada turn for meditation, to 

“© obferve what was paffing in the world. As fhe had 

« ‘alfo a very religious difpofition, fhe ufed often to fay 

“< it was agrievous fhame that fuch a thing as filent 

“ meetings, among fome of the diffenting brethren, 

“¢ fhould be fuffered in a chriftian country. And when 

*¢ fhe died, fhe left five hundred pounds towards the 

“ erecting fifty new founding-boards, to aid the lungs 

| : «© of the aged clergy, in divers churches within the bills 
“of mortality”. 


an” 


I am, 
S1rR, 
Your moft humble fervant, 
R. L. 





LOND O N: Printed forR. and J. DODSLEY in Pall-Maill, 
(where letters to the author are taken in) andfold by M. COO PE Rat 
the Globe in Pater-Nofter-Row. Price 2d. 






























